Northwest Community Evangelical Free Church


(Dave Smith)


(January 30, 2000)





Sermon manuscript





Sermon Series: “The Church - Under Construction”








“Critical Counsel for Church ‘Construction’”	   Study #4


(1 Corinthians 3:10--4:5)








	In most every instance we can think of, jealousy is sin.  In fact, in our time together last week, jealousy was specifically mentioned as sinful (along with strife) and as a church destroying-sin whether it rears its ugly head in Corinth or in San Antonio.





	But jealousy is not always sin.  There are times (between two and three dozen times) when jealousy is described in the Bible as righteous.  Sometimes, it is a man’s jealousy for the affection of his wife.  That is a righteous jealousy.  The righteous jealousy mentioned most often in the Bible is the Lord’s jealousy for the affection of His people.





	This morning we are going to take a sobering look at the outworking of the jealousy of God.  This morning, the theme of the text is judgment - judgment on anyone who would dare to harm in any way at all the object of God’s affection, the apple of His eye, His bride, the CHURCH of Jesus Christ.





	In the past couple of weeks, we have listened as the apostle Paul has called us here at Northwest to unity.  We should be united because we have all embraced the message of the cross and because we are all desperately needy for God.





	But, the experience of unity is still a reality into which we have not yet entered in full.  We are, individually, and as a church, “works in progress.”


	Among the obstacles to unity we would find party spirit, and while none of us around here are running around calling out, “I am of Paul” or “I am of Apollos” 





it is possible that some of us may trumpet our own particular ministry to the dismissal of others;


it is possible that we might look down our noses at others in the church;


it is possible that any of us might gravitate toward others who look at issues the way we do and not embrace in love those in the Body of Christ who differ.





	And if, upon reflection, you are guilty of putting up an obstacle to unity along these lines - take strong action!  Commit to NEVER dismissing another person or ministry as silly or insignificant.  Commit to treating others with the respect that is due them as people made in the image and likeness of God.  Commit to seriously engaging those with whom you differ on various issues so that you can learn from each other.





	Another obstacle to unity is immaturity.  Babies are immature - and rightly so.  But those who have been in Christ for years need to give up baby-ish ways.  Self-centeredness is baby-ish and is an insurmountable obstacle to unity.  Babies don’t unite.  Maturing Christians who put others first, who are willing to really listen to new and different ideas, who are ready to serve, give, love and follow break down barriers to unity.





	If you heard the call to grow up and stop being a baby last Sunday, then by all means take steps to put away self-centeredness!





	In this morning’s look into First Corinthians, the apostle Paul doesn’t mention obstacles to unity.  But he does lead us, in a very powerful way, toward unity.  Building upon all that he has said thus far, he informs us that there are consequences if we do, or if we don’t, heed his words.





	Beginning at verse 10, Paul uses the metaphor of a construction project to describe the development of the work of God in a church.














Paul Urges Builders To Be Careful - Or Else! (vv. 10-17)





Builders Must NOT Lay Another Foundation (vv. 10-11)





	The foundation Paul laid





	“......According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation.....For no man can lay a foundation other� than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”





	Paul was the general contractor for the church at Corinth when he had been with them.  He didn’t draw up the plans.  He wasn’t the architect.  God presented him with the blueprints.  But it was Paul who set the stakes, did the survey work, framed in the footprint and poured the slab.





	The foundation was poured in the shape of an empty cross.  The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord - crucified and resurrected.





	When Paul went to Corinth, he was fanatical and obsessed with one message - Jesus loves Corinthians so much that He died for them.  That was the message the Corinthians in the church heard over and over and over again from their founding apostle.





	That message - the word of the cross - was the foundation upon which the church of Corinth was built.  That was the foundation upon which Northwest Community Church was built.  It is the only possible foundation upon which ANY church can be built!





	Oh, you can lay another kind of foundation and you can build a building on another foundation - but it won’t be the church.





	The footprint of the construction project determines the kind of building it will become.  A building constructed on the foundation of Buddha or the Koran or Joseph Smith can never be a church.





	No builder can build without a foundation and no expert builder will try to build without a sure foundation.  Paul was a skilled general contractor in the field of church construction.  Given the attention he paid to laying a good foundation in Corinth, there was no reason the church should turn into “The Leaning Tower of Corinth.”





	But Paul writes from the city of Ephesus, across the Aegean Sea from Corinth, having heard that there are troubles.  He knows the problem can’t be with the foundation, so he also knows that the problems must be the result of the superstructure.  He addresses the one (or the ones) who is building on top of the foundation he laid.





	The superstructure built upon the foundation (v. 10b)





	“.....and another is building upon it.”





	Paul recognizes that in his absence, other people in Corinth are teaching, discipling, and otherwise mentoring the Corinthian believers.  We know that Apollos had come after him and had had a hand in developing the church.  Perhaps Simon Peter had, too.  In fact, all of the Corinthians are building the church.





	Church construction is not a matter of one man working or one committee or board working.  In another place, Paul spoke about the growth of the local church and said that





	“the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.” (Ephesians 4:16)





	So, he doesn’t have a problem with other people working on the Corinthian church that he founded.�  That is the way it is supposed to be!





	He does issue a warning, though.  “But let each man be careful how he builds upon it.....”





	One mistake a builder might make in the construction process would be to lay a foundation that wasn’t level or that had cracks in it.  That hadn’t happened in the church at Corinth.  The foundation was securely set - Jesus Christ!





	There is a second way in which a builder might go wrong, though.  Even with a perfectly set foundation, if he used inferior building materials, there will be structural problems.  Big problems.  And Paul identifies THIS as the source of the problems in the church at Corinth.





	He names potential building materials in verse 12.





Each Builders’ Workmanship WILL Become Evident AND WILL BE TESTED on “The Day” (vv. 12-13)





	Different building materials are available





	“Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones�, wood, hay, straw....”





	It is pretty clear that the first materials mentioned are to be preferred over the last materials.  But, honestly, it is also true that wood is a better building material than gold!  That should tell us that we shouldn’t press this metaphor too rigidly!  He is speaking symbolically.





	In this list, beauty is exalted.  Gold, silver and precious stones are the best materials.  Rough-hewn wood and hay and straw are not much to look at, so are not to be preferred.





	In this list, the more costly materials are valued more than the cheaper materials.  Gold costs the builder something.  Straw costs him nothing.  You get it down at the barnyard.  Market value counts for a lot in Paul’s estimation of church building materials.


	But the most important feature of the preferred materials is not that they are beautiful or costly.  It is that they are not combustible.





	The gold, silver and precious stones can pass through a fire and not be consumed.  Wood, hay and straw go up in flames in seconds!





	It is possible to build upon the foundation with various materials.  But, according to verse 13, whatever materials are chosen for construction will become evident.





	Many of us know Paul and Laura Lere, who are currently serving as missionaries in Puebla, Mexico.  They have been in Mexico for a dozen or more years, but before they went to the mission field, they lived here in San Antonio and attended Northwest.  They rented a home not more than a few miles from here, a home constructed at a time when some builders were throwing homes up without much attention to quality.  Paul is quite a good handyman and he walked me through his home once and showed me that there was no interior wall that touched ceiling and floor from corner to corner.  Every wall in his home was separating from either the floor or the ceiling.  Care had not been taken in the early stages of building - and now that shoddy workmanship was becoming evident.





	It was rumored that one builder used aluminum wiring rather than copper in the homes he built to save construction costs.  This practice became evident in the mid-80’s when house fires became more common.





	In verse 13, Paul says that Christians who build the church (that is, all Christians, for all are in some way involved in the life of the church!) should know that the building materials they have used will become evident.





	The “Day” will reveal each man’s work





	“.....each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it”





	There is a coming “Day” - a day of revelation.  Some Bible scholars believe that this is the day of Christ’s return to the earth, others the day of His returning for His church, others a day of judgment in Heaven.  All are agreed that Paul references a day that will reveal the quality of each one’s contribution to the life of the church.





	As verse 13 continues, Paul says that the quality of the building material, revealed on that Day by fire, will be tested by fire.





	Each man’s work will be tested





	“because it is to be revealed with fire and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work.”





	In the refining process, fire purges dross from metal so that what is left behind is pure and unalloyed.  In a furnace, the wood, hay and straw burn, leaving only ashes behind.  The picture here is that of a fire sweeping through a building and consuming everything that is combustible.�





	And Paul then describes what happens after the fire burns through the building.





Each Builders’ Workmanship WILL Result in Reward or Loss (vv. 14-15)





	Reward will come to the builder whose work survives the fire





	“If any man’s work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.....”





	Any work that survives the fire will result in a reward being given to that workman.�  What is the reward?  We aren’t told!  We aren’t even given a hint!  But I’m confident that if it is a reward God is handing out, it will definitely be to our liking!





	It is certainly NOT eternal salvation, and it certainly has nothing to do with earning merit before God or earning God’s favor.�





	This reward is no more connected with gaining merit before God than would a child be earning a place in his family when his father gives him money for performing a chore around the house.  Children don’t earn their father’s love or keep their place in the family by doing chores.  Yet a father could easily give a reward to his children to affirm that he likes what they are doing.  It is the principle of positive re-enforcement.�





	That is what happens to the Christian who builds with gold, silver and precious stones.  What about the Christian builder whose work is consumed by the fire because he used shoddy workmanship and cheap materials in his work in the church?





	Loss will come to the builder whose wok is consumed by the fire





	“If any man’s work is burned up�, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.�”  (v. 15)





	OK.  This is NOT talking about a Christian losing their salvation!  The verse even says so - “but he himself shall be saved.”  In the graphic symbolism of the passage, he will be saved, but he will have the smell of smoke on him.  He has run through the burning building as his hay-constructed supports fall and straw hallways collapse all around him.  But, this man has put his faith in Jesus and he will be saved!�





	But something bad is going to happen to the Christian whose labors in the church could be characterized as “wood, hay and straw.”





	Ominously, Paul leaves the “something bad” unstated.  He says that this man will “suffer loss.”  Now the Greek word could be translated “will be punished” but that thought doesn’t fit well with the context or with what we know of Paul’s theology, generally, or with Christian doctrine.





	On that Day, when the quality of a man’s works are revealed, the “wood, hay and straw builder” will suffer loss.  And while we don’t know all that the “loss” might involve, it at least means that he won’t receive the reward that the “gold, silver and precious stones” builder will receive.





	Paul has one more comment in this sober warning section.  In verse 16, he reminds the Corinthians of who and what they are.





Builders Who Are Criminally Negligent WILL be “Destroyed” (vv. 16-17)





	The church is the temple of God





	“Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?.....”





	Keep in mind that Paul is not speaking to an individual here, but to the whole church.  We might better read this, “Don’t y’all know that y’all are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in y’all?”  Sometimes, as here, speaking Texan comes in mighty handy!





	The church is a temple.  And what is a temple but the dwelling place of God?  When the members of the church gather - for fellowship, for worship, for ministry - God is in the middle of it.  We at Northwest Community Church are a temple.�





	That opening question implies the impending fall of the hammer.  The hammer false in verse 17.











	The one who destroys the church will be destroyed by God





	“.....If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.�”





	God doesn’t allow people to mess with holy things with impunity.  There are consequences.





	When the Ark of the Covenant was being returned to Jerusalem in the days of King David, a man named Uzzah reached out to steady the Ark of the Covenant so that it wouldn’t fall to the ground - and God struck him dead (2 Samuel 6).  In the book of Acts (chapter 5), Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit� - and were struck dead. 





	This verse here in First Corinthians is so HARD that some commentators� have decided that Paul must have a person in mind who is outside the faith, because surely God wouldn’t “destroy” one of His own children, no matter how grievous his sin.  I am not so sure.





	I am sure that God doesn’t take away a Christian’s salvation, if a Christian is in view here.  I am sure that “destroy” doesn’t mean “annihilate”, no matter who is in view.





	I am also sure that to destroy or corrupt or lead astray or defile or ruin (all perfectly appropriate translations of “phtheiro” as in “if any man ‘phtheiro’ the temple of God”�) the church is to trifle with the object of God’s affection.





	Maybe you heard the story of the man who was visiting with the young man who had come to pick up his daughter for a date?  Before his daughter came out for the date, the father got the young man to talk about his prized possession, his car.  The father asked if he was pretty open to letting most anybody take the keys to his car go for a spin.  The young man replied, “Absolutely not!”  That response gave the father all the invitation he needed to explain that his daughter was much more valuable than a car - and he wouldn’t dare allow just anybody to “take her out for a spin.”  The message was pretty clear: “You mess with my daughter, you answer to me.”





	What does First Corinthians 3:17 say but that God reserves special treatment for anyone who would dare to destroy His temple?  God loves the church.  He gave His Son for her.  He is jealous for her and if anyone harms her, they answer to God.





Summary:  You know, there is a lot of symbolism here in this passage.  The building itself, the building materials, the fire - but the symbols point to a reality!  That reality is believers’ judgment.





	Judgment, reward, and loss of reward don’t contradict grace.  Condemnation would contradict grace - but accountability doesn’t, standing before Jesus IN HEAVEN to have our lives evaluated doesn’t.  And THAT is what is in view here in First Corinthians 3.





	If “suffering loss” is a real possibility in Heaven at the Judgment Seat of Christ for having used inferior materials and shoddy workmanship in my construction work in the church - I want to stop using wood, hay and straw.





	If “receiving a reward” at the Judgment Seat of Christ is the lot of the one who uses costly building materials in his building work in the church, then I want to be willing to build with gold, silver and precious stones!





	But what does that MEAN?  I really believe that the various building materials have already been described in the first two chapters of First Corinthians.  You and I are using wood, hay and straw whenever we are guilty of hurting the unity of the church through party spirit (1:10-31) or by clinging to baby-ish, self-centered ways (2:1--3:9).





	Brothers and sisters, there is a sobering message in all of this discussion about how we “build” at Northwest.  Each one of us is building.  I am.  The Elders and Deacons are.  Ministry Coordinators are, as are Sunday School teachers and helpers and class members and small group participants and praise team members and events organizers and attenders and behind the scenes helpers.





	If we heed the warnings of First Corinthians and build well - lovingly, fervently, in a unifying way - we will receive a reward because we will have been dealing in tender strength with the object of God’s affection, the church.  And if we don’t, we will suffer loss.





	One Day, your contribution to the church of Jesus Christ will be evaluated as if by fire, as will mine.  May we allow God to so work in our lives NOW that on that Day it will be revealed that our construction techniques were God-honoring ones of integrity and zeal, and that our building materials were costly ones of faith, hope and love, unity-building, service and others-centeredness.





	In the remainder of the passage before us this morning - which really still is dealing with judgment - Paul gives some helpful advice.  He tells us how to view the universe and how to view ourselves.  But he is actually telling us how to build the church so as to receive a reward.





	First, let’s conclude the third chapter by seeing how we are to view the world God has made and our place in it.





Paul Urges Builders to Be WISE (vv. 18-23)





Wise Builders Recognize The Foolishness of the World’s Wisdom (vv. 18-19a)





	It is possible that we might fail to understand our place in the world, so the warning he issues in verse 18 is appropriate.





	“Let no man deceive himself.....”





	This is a call for realism, to stop living in a world of make-believe.  Specifically, Paul is concerned that any Christian might over-evaluate himself, measure himself against the wrong standard and come to the unwarranted conclusion that he is wise, just because his perspective matches that of the world around him!





	To that man, Paul has some pointed advice:





	“.....If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise......”





	The wisdom of the world will never grow into the wisdom of God.  The ladder is leaned against the wrong wall.  If we want to become truly wise, we have to first climb down, reposition the ladder, see the world and life as God sees it - and start over.





	The reason is simple.  As verse 19 affirms, 





	“.....the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.”





	The wisdom of this world says to do the best you can, it’s all up to you, trust no one but yourself, live for this life only.  It looks at the message of the Gospel with its promises of eternity with God and forgiven sin and a changed life, all because of the death of Jesus on the cross - and pronounces it foolishness.





	But that valuation of the mysteries of God simply shows the bankruptcy of a life lived apart from God!  If we are going to become wise builders, we have to recognize that we are going to be constantly bombarded with messages that contradict what we read in Scripture.  Paul’s message?  





	Get used to it.  Get used to having to fight in the realm of ideas.  Get used to ignoring cultural chatter and junk mail.  And tune in to God’s frequency, the source of real wisdom!





Wise Builders Recognize God’s Wisdom (vv. 19b-21)





	“For it is written, ‘He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS’; and again, ‘THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS.’�  So then let no one boast in men.”





	How nutty for the Corinthians to have been doing what they had been doing!  “I am of Paul.” and “I am of Apollos.” and “I am of Cephas.”  Boasting about which man they were following, when true wisdom would recognize the foolishness of partisanship and any church-unity-destroying way.





	How nutty of you and me to ever take sides, one against another.  That is the way of the world.  Not that we don’t ever disagree - and strongly!  But when we disagree, we are together to seek the Lord’s wisdom.  We are to strive for unity.  We are to run toward maturity and toward love and toward each other IN OUR DISAGREEMENTS!  That sure looks different than the world.





	This is, admittedly, hard to do.  When unity is most necessary is precisely the time that it is most difficult to pursue (same with love and patience and forgiveness, etc....!).  Well, Paul gives us something to chew on the next time we are tempted to violate love in verses 22-23.





Wise Builders Understanding the Universe’s Pecking Order (vv. 22-23)





	The possessions of the Christian





	“For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you”





	We sell ourselves short when we claim to belong to a particular segment of the church or cling to any one teacher or ministry.  The teachers and the ministries that exist in the church are gifts of God to the church.  Do you know what that means?  That means that the teachers and the ministries belong to you!





	So far from enriching ourselves by staking claim to exclusive rights in one teacher, we actually impoverish ourselves.  Our heritage is broader than one teacher�, one teaching style, one ministry, one ministry emphasis.  The whole thing is yours.





	The three names Paul mentions in verse 22 were outstanding people at the head of large and influential parties.  But they “belonged” to those to whom they ministered, not the other way around.  The Corinthians had got it all backwards.  It was not that Paul was their chief.  He was their chief servant!





	You don’t belong to Northwest Community Church.  Northwest belongs to YOU!  You are the pulpit ministry, the CE ministry, the Youth ministry, the Women’s and Men’s ministries, AWANA, Missions, Music, Sunday School - and all the rest.





	And then, lest any of us get the idea that we are at the top of the universe’s totem pole, Paul concludes with verse 23.





	The Christian possessed





	“.....and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.”





	It is true that we have great possessions in Christ.  But all that we have and all that we own are ours only because we are in Christ, who is Himself God, yet who is also under God the Father, the Sovereign over all.  





	And if Christ, the second member of the Trinity, can see fit to submit Himself to the will of His Father, then certainly we, His people, can see fit to move away from self-centeredness, embrace the foolish wisdom of the Gospel together and love each other as we press forward toward unity!





	The final paragraph we will examine in our time together this morning wraps up the section in First Corinthians that deals with believers’ judgment.





	Paul begins the fourth chapter by answering a question he can picture the Corinthians asking, “How should we think about our leaders?”


	Now, I do believe that in the most restricted sense, this is what Paul is addressing.  But I want to go a step beyond the most restricted and suggest that what Paul is teaching here is how each Christian should think about himself/herself.  After all, every one of us is a builder of the church.  Every one of us at Northwest is making a contribution to what is going on here.  So, how should I think of myself?  How should you think of yourself?  How should we think of each other?





Paul Urges Builders To Be Content To Please Jesus (vv. 1-5)





Christ is the Builder’s Boss (v. 1)





	“Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.”





	Builders are servants





	What are you?  What am I?  First and foremost, we are servants of Christ.  This is the only time in the New Testament Paul uses this particular word for servant.�





	It applied originally to a slave who rowed in the lower bank of oars on a large ship.  From this it came to signify service in general, though generally of a lowly kind, often service with the hands.





	Not very impressive or inspiring, is it?  Each one of us at Northwest - especially those of us in leadership! - is a galley slave on Jesus’ boat, pulling at the oars with all our might, as he directs.





	But that is not all we are.  We are also stewards.





	Builders are stewards





	In the first century world, the steward was the overseer of an estate that belonged to someone else.  He had a lot of responsibility and a big task to discharge to keep the master’s household running.  He managed people.  BUT, he was always under the authority of the master.


	In relation to the other slaves on the estate, he was an overseer.  In relation to the owner/master, he was another slave.





	It helps to know how to view ourselves and how to view the leadership in this church.  To everyone here, you should view the leaders - elected, formal and informal - as galley slaves who are under orders, as managers who are under authority.





	And there is one thing that leaders in this or any church must do.  They must be trustworthy.





Builders are Required to Keep Trust with the Boss (v. 2)





	“In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.” (v. 2)





	When our family goes on vacation, we usually ask the very responsible teenaged boys down the street to watch our house and feed our livestock.  I don’t expect them to make a decision to change the dog’s food or paint the house a different color, or cancel my subscription to the newspaper.  I just want them to take care of things until I return.





	So Christians are only required to do what Jesus has commanded us to do in His absence.  Love each other.  Serve each other.  Forgive.  Share the Gospel.  Make disciples.  We are to be faithful to Jesus, the Master and Lord of this and every other church.  All builders are responsible - and ultimately only responsible - to Him.





	And as we are faithful to put our backs to the oars, as we manage as faithfully as we can the affairs of Jesus, what do we do with the evaluations of others?  Listen to Paul.





Builders are not Concerned with Other Bosses or Other Builders’ Evaluations (vv. 3-4)





	On being evaluated by fellow builders/servants/stewards.....





	“But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by you, or by any human court.....”


	It is not that Paul was thick-skinned.  He just recognized the fact that a galley slave isn’t qualified to act as his fellow slave’s judge.  It’s inappropriate for a steward to try to imitate God’s Day of judgment by holding court against another steward.





	He doesn’t lose sleep over the evaluations of others against him.  And that is not because of arrogance, as we’ll see.  The next phrase may shock us a bit.





	On self-evaluation......





	“.....in fact, I do not even examine myself.....”





	You know, based on some other things Paul says in some other passages, I just don’t believe that he means by this that he never reflects on his life, that he never introspects, that he never evaluates what he is doing with his life.





	Please don’t take this phrase in verse 3 to mean that there is no place for times of heart-searching and self-scrutiny.  Such times can lead to more whole-hearted and more effective service for the Lord.





	I think that he is saying that he guards against coming to any firm conclusions about his own achievements.  He doesn’t expect anyone else to know his spiritual state, his motives (v. 13, above) and he admits that he can’t even be sure of them himself!





	He’s got a point.  It really is difficult - if not impossible - to come to an accurate assessment of our own achievement.





	Often we seem to think that we know exactly what is our spiritual state and what our contribution to the Kingdom has been.  But we don’t really know.





	How many times have you done something that you thought would bring benefit to someone and have it turn around and blow up in their face?  It didn’t help.  Or, how many times have you been motoring along, just living, and somebody lets you know that your attitude or your actions were blessings to them?


	In either case, you would have missed it by a mile if you had tried to evaluate your actions on the spirituality meter or the Kingdom Contribution scale.





	The result of our self-evaluation can be depression on a bad day (in our estimation) or arrogance on a good day (in our estimation).  But it is not up to us to pass such judgments.





	Not that Paul had a guilty conscience or was mentally beating himself up for things that he might have done better.  As he goes on to say in verse 4.....





	On a clear conscience.....





	“.....For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted.....”





	A good conscience is a wonderful thing - but a good conscience is not foolproof.  I read in one of my commentaries this week a sentence in quotes, indicating that this is some famous saying (which I had never heard of), “A good conscience is the invention of the devil.”





	Even though I had never heard it, there is probably some truth to it - and it certainly agrees with Paul’s sentiment here.





	He was not aware of any great manner in which he has failed in his apostleship. But he did not rest his confidence in his clear conscience.  His conscience might have been clear because he was overlooking something.





	The evaluations of others is not the point.  His own self-evaluation is not the point.  The only judgment he recognizes is that of his Master.





	On the only evaluation that counts.....





	“.....but the one who examines me is the Lord.”





	And that leads him to the final statement of our section.  This verse, when taken seriously by God’s people, is a faction-buster.  It is a unity-maker.  It is a maturity prod.


Builders Care Only About Their Boss’ Judgment (v. 5)





	“Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.”





	Jesus is the only competent Judge.  He is the only one who knows all - the secret things you have done for Him that no one else knows about AND the secret things you did that you wished no one would ever find out about.





	He is the only One who can discern motives - not only what I did, but why I did it.





	And then, at the end, when each one of us receives praise from God, we will have the only praise that matters.  If we are judged, there will be no appeal.  It is not the business of Christians to judge each other when God has already said that He will judge us all.








� Barrett wonders if the “foundation” of Jesus was being confused somehow with the Lord’s own saying that Peter’s confession would be the “rock” upon which the church would be built, and which was then further confused by placing Peter as the foundation of the church.


� Interestingly enough, there is no one who ever refers to the church as “My Church” besides Jesus (Matthew 16:18, “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.”) in the whole New Testament!  


� Precious stones might imply diamonds or marble, ornamentation or beautiful building material.


� The fire is NOT the fire of hell, but a symbolic fire of purging.


�  “Reward” = misqon - Morris says that this would be better rendered “wage.”  If so, it would be the same idea as a father paying his children a wage for doing chores.  They aren’t earning his love.  He is simply affirming that they are doing what he wants them doing and giving positive re-enforcement.


� The idea of reward is not absent from Paul’s thought, but the notion that men can put God in their debt is!


� It is possible that praise from God is a big piece of the reward/wage.


� The historical burning of Corinth by Mummius in 146 BC may have suggested this metaphor.


� There are other biblical passages that use the terminology of being saved “yet so as through fire.” See Amos 4:11; Zechariah 3:2; Jude 23


� Whatever we might say about this passage, it definitely does NOT teach purgatory!


� There are two Greek words for temple.  One word, “hieron” refers to the temple precincts, while the other one “naos” (used here) denotes the sanctuary, the dwelling place of God.


� It is not clear if Paul means to say, “And that (the Temple) is what you are.” Or “And that (holy) is what you are.”  Perhaps it is best to leave the phrase ambiguous or to include both senses, “And THAT - the holy temple - is what you are.”


�  Interestingly, when the Bible says that they lied to the Holy Spirit, they were talking with the apostle Peter.  I wonder if God considers it “lying to the Holy Spirit” whenever we misrepresent the truth to fellow believers.....?


�  The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Leon Morris


� The word occurs in all of these verses: 1 Cor. 15:33; 2 Cor. 7:2; 11:3; Eph. 4:22; Jude 10; Rev. 19:2.  In each case, the King James “corrupt.”  The Message translates the word as follows: 1 Cor. 15:33 - ruins; 2 Cor. 7:2 - defiles; 2 Cor. 11:3 - led astray; Eph. 4:22 - rotten; Jude 10 - destruction; Rev. 19:2 - corrupted


� A quote of Job 5:13 and Psalm 94:11


� When Christian teachers differ, the Christian must choose between them, but he will do so in accordance with the truth, and not on the personal grounds that he has decided to attach himself to one rather than another.


�  The word here is “huperetes” as opposed to the more common “diakonos.”
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